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Expo bridges
cultural divides
with dialogue

“Shrek Out of
Ten: It isn’t Ogre”
wins 48th Annual
Great Midwest
Trivia Contest

Laura Udelson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

International
Students
showcased souvenirs, traditional
clothing, books and instruments
from their native countries at
the International Expo Weekend
Sunday, Jan. 27 from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. in the Nathan Marsh Pusey
Room.
The event included a discussion where students discussed
“fake” and cultural barriers that
they felt the domestic students
and international students had
between each other.
Lawrence
International
president and junior Vicky Jhong
Chung was in charge of planning
the event with help from the LI
Board. The planning of the Expo
Weekend began at the beginning
of the term.
“We wanted to bring something that connects the rest of the
students with the international
students,” said Jhong Chung.
Nearly 25 cultural pieces
contributed by students were displayed in the gallery outside of the
Pusey Room. Items included a decorated Greek plate from Esangelos
Karalzas ‘01, a Bulgarian doll in
traditional dress from George
Ganchev ’98, and an Ethiopian
flute from junior Wintana Belai.
The conversation that took
place at the event included students who studied abroad, international students and domestic
students. Junior Chelsea Gans,
junior Elodie Jegu and Jhong
Chung sat in the front of the room
to ask questions and lead the discussion.
“The moment that we started
talking about home and how different we feel there was definitely
a connection. [We had] domestic
students talking about how they
feel about the international community, how they felt about when
they were abroad or how they felt
when they met an international
student,” remarked Jhong Chung.
Students in the discussion
talked about relationship differences, culture shock when coming home, challenges of speaking
a new language, understanding
humor, personal boundaries and
differences with greeting friends
and acquaintances.
Many commented on the
familiarity of kissing friends hello
and goodbye, not looking and
smiling at others when passing
them and the oddity of asking
“How are you?” without expecting
a response.
“It was interesting to see how
the culture shock that I have expe-

See page 2

Rose Nelson
Staff Writer

____________________________________
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Author and cartoonist Lynda Barry speaks on the importance of play and curiosity in life at Lawrence in Memorial Chapel. See Full Story below.

Lynda Barry emphasizes the role
of creativity in winter convocation
Alyssa Villaire
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Both roaring laughter and
pensive silence filled the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel as author and
cartoonist Lynda Barry explored
the importance of creativity during Lawrence’s third convocation
of the 2012-13 school year.
During her visit at Lawrence
Thursday, Jan. 24, Barry shared
her ideas on the importance of
creativity in the lives of both
children and adults. The topic of
Barry’s convocation was, as she
puts it, “the role of images in people’s lives and the science behind
what we call the arts.”

Barry’s concept of images
is that they are psychological
tools that people use to maintain
wellness. Her theory has been
formed by the images of characters given to stuffed animals by
children, the use of images in V.
S. Ramachandran’s experiments
to cure phantom limb pain and
arthritis, and the power of doodling when adults are multitasking, which has been scientifically
shown to increase memory.
“Images are a form of transportation. They’re medicine; they
are all these things,” said Barry.
“They’re so much more than a
good painting or whether you can
sing or not.”

VIVA series chowcases
Cuban food and music
Eryn Wecker
Staff Writer

____________________________________

After struggling with low
membership in the past two years,
VIVA, a student organization that
focuses on Spanish language and
Latin American culture, made its
campus presence known by hosting the VIVA Cultural Series: Cuba
event last Monday, Jan. 28.
The event, which hosted
around sixty people, showcased
cultural, musical and political
aspects of Cuba, in an effort to
celebrate its unique qualities and
illuminate some misconceptions
about the country.
Vice president of VIVA,

senior Emilia Poor, spoke about
the goal of the Cultural Series. She
explained their plan to continue
exploring Spanish-speaking countries’ cultures, by showcasing the
differences between them.
Poor said, “Basically, we
wanted to explore other countries
and bring the differences [to light]
and [show their] uniqueness…to
show people it’s not just Hispanic
culture, there are specific differences [between] these cultures.”
The event featured informal trivia games, recipes, dance
instruction and a presentation
about the politics and history of
Cuba.
The event also showcased

According to Barry, that was
how she ended up at Lawrence in
the first place: because of the connections formed between readers
and the images in Barry’s books,
which include “One! Hundred!
Demons!,” “Cruddy: An Illustrated
Novel” and “What It Is,” which
won the 2009 Eisner Award for
Best Reality-Based Work.
Another important facet of
Barry’s talk was the relationship
between creative play and mental
health.
“Almost everyone has a tacit
understanding of [that] relationship,” Barry said. To illustrate this,

See page 2

Afro-Cuban music, performed by
the Tambotoké ensemble and led
by instructor of jazz studies, Jose
Encarnación.
In his introduction to the performance, he informed attendees
how Cuban music had influenced
jazz music at large, by infusing
Afro-Cuban styles with established American styles during the
1930s and 40s, especially in New
York City.
The rhythmic performances
featured both the Yambú and Batá
styles of Rumba music. For the
Yambú piece, the performers used
crate-like boxes, an allusion to the
fruit crates and boxes that former
Cuban slaves used to create their
own music when drums were outlawed in post-slavery Cuba, where
officials feared music as a form of
resistance.

See page 2

The 48th annual Great
Midwest Trivia Contest took place
this last weekend starting at
10:00:37 p.m. Jan. 25 and ended
at midnight Jan. 27. After 50 hours
of intense trivia and action questions, the team Shrek Out of Ten: It
Isn’t Ogre won with 1275 points.
On-campus and off-campus
teams listened in for the trivia
questions and then searched
madly for the answers. Most
teams used the Internet to find
the answers, but there were some
cases where the answer could not
be found on the online.
Some questions were “action
questions.” This is when instructions are given for teams to perform a task. While every team
gains points, trivia masters decide
which answers earn teams the
most points. Action questions only
apply to on-campus participants.
Some action questions this
year included creating a radio
drama, creating a comic and going
on a scavenger hunt. In addition,
there were also “theme hours”
such as “viola hour” or “zombie
hour.”
Sunday night, a series of
especially difficult questions
were asked. These “Garradas” are
worth more points than any other
question. The last question asked
is the “Super Garruda,” and 20
minutes are allowed for solving,
rather than the usual three minutes. The Super Garrada is also
the first question to be asked at
the beginning of the next year’s
contest.
In addition to coming up with
the questions, the trivia masters
are also the ones to read them
out over the radio. They are overseen by the Trivia Grandmaster.
This year’s Trivia Grandmaster
was junior Ethan Landes. The
new Grandmaster, junior Addy
Goldberg, was named at the closing ceremony.
Shrek Out of Ten: It isn’t Ogre,
the winning team, included members from Art House and Sinfonia.
During the action question, which
involved giving the Delta Tau
Delta party a theme, Shrek out
of Ten chose the theme: Delta
Airlines. This involved setting up
chairs and having stewardesses
give people directions.
In reference to the outcome, a
member of the winning team said,
“While I’m really glad we won, the

See page 2
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Expo
continued from page 1
rienced, the very minor things,
like smiling and greeting people,
and the small phrases people say
like ‘Let’s hang out soon’ wasn’t
just in my experience, that other
people from other cultures went
through the same thing,” said
freshman Razan Anabtawi.
Freshman Shang Li was glad
that students who studied abroad
were included in the event. Li

Barry
continued from page 1
Barry asked the audience what
would happen if there were an
experiment in which a child was
given a good life but was never
allowed to play with toys until he
or she was 18.
“Almost everyone around
the world would know that person would be mentally messed
up. That person would be crazy!”
Barry said bluntly, who was met
with a few laughs from the audience. “Why do we know that? How
do we know it? Well, partly we
know it from our own experience,
but partly it’s just something people know.”
In her explanation of play,
Barry said that she believes adults
confuse play with fun. While fun
can include talking with friends or
going to a party on a Friday night,
play has much more to do with
creative activities, which she says
leads to mental and emotional
balance.
But instead of participating
in creative endeavors themselves,
Barry said that adults are instead
relying on other people to be creative and fulfill that need.
“Adults only watch or look

noticed that foreign students typically felt much more comfortable
around her when they learned
that she was born in China.
“People tend to start talking
to me when they realize that I’m
foreign. People from Italy or Spain
or New Zealand, they start talking
about their experience to me even
though I didn’t ask,” said Li.
Sophomore Claire Fox attended the event and shared her perspectives as a domestic student.
She commented, “It was really
great hearing the experiences of
international students in America

compared to my own experience
and that we can all come together
and talk about it.”
Jhong Chung was very satisfied with the outcome of the
Expo Weekend considering that it
was the first one to take place at
Lawrence.
“Next year we want to make
this bigger so we can work with
more offices on campus and invite
more people. I think this was
small, but still the outcome was
really good,” said Jhong Chung.

at pictures, or maybe they go to a
show,” said Barry.
But this isn’t the case at
Lawrence, according to Barry. Art
is integrated into the day-to-day
life at Lawrence, and for Barry this
is crucial. Because Lawrence has a
unique focus on the arts, or, as she
would say, on play, she believes
that Lawrence was a particularly
appropriate place for her presentation.
“One of the things that struck
me immediately was from the
minute I went to the first building
on campus this morning, there
was music!” Barry exclaimed,
throwing her hands in the air and
smiling broadly. She encouraged
Lawrence to keep this up.
“A place like Lawrence is an
extraordinary place, especially in
this day and age,” she said.
Junior Liz Vidulich felt that
Barry’s talk, particularly her
thoughts on the importance of
creativity, resonated with her.
“I’m still not entirely clear
on the concept of the ‘image,’ but
I was very touched by how confident she was that everyone has
creative capacity inside of us that
we need to stop shutting down,”
said Vidulich.
Assistant
Professor
of
Economics Adam Galambos
agreed with Vidulich and added

that Barry’s lecture connected
well with the theme of this year’s
convocations: “Thought into
action.”
“Barry spoke eloquently
about play as a fundamental and
central human experience, and
about the importance of curiosity,”
said Galambos. “Play and curiosity are very relevant to learning,
research, problem-solving. Also,
her call to play can be understood
as a call to find one’s passion and
to pursue it creatively.”
While the Chapel was filled
with energy during Barry’s convocation, Vidulich noted that it was
not completely filled with people.
“I must say I was disappointed by poor attendance,” said
Vidulich, especially because she
believes that this was her favorite
convocation so far during her time
at Lawrence.
But Barry was also able to
connect with students who were
not necessarily at the convocation.
To wrap up her visit at Lawrence,
she conducted a three-hour art
and writing workshop that same
day, which was attended by over
40 students.
Lawrence’s
convocation
series will continue Tuesday, April
16 with contemporary video artist
Bill Viola.

Cuban culture
continued from page 1
“[This style] gives an opportunity to the older people to
dance. It’s slower but they can still
strut their stuff,” joked ensemble
member junior Eli Edelman, who
introduced the piece.
The Batá piece featured a
combination of voice, drums and
movement. Its lively nature was
a crowd favorite, including that
of VIVA advisor and Associate
Professor of Spanish and Italian
Patricia Vilches.
Said Vilches, “I liked everything…but the music was just
[great]…I loved Jose when he
talked about the Cuban musicians
coming together with American
musicians.” She added jokingly, ”It
would be a good thing if it worked
in politics!”
The event also provided
information about Cuba’s history and government. In a slideshow, attendees were educated
about the Cuban revolution, Fidel
Castro’s impact on the country
and the current situation under
current President Raúl Castro.
Poor attributed the differ-

48th Trivia
continued from page 1
best part for me was the experience of everyone madly trying to
figure out the answers and going
off to do action questions. It’s all
about the fun that was had and the
win is just a perk.”
The contest was founded in
1966 by J.B. deRosset, and it took
place in April for the first run.
Once it was decided that the cold
of winter needed to be broken
up by trivia more than the rain of

LUCC Update

ences between how Cuba might
conceptualize democracy and
how the United States does as a
point of possible misunderstanding.
“What is democracy? It is voting or is it something else? That’s
something to think about,” stated
Poor, after citing the fact that Cuba
has consistently had an above 90
percent voting rate.
This helped to illustrate the
overall goal of the Cultural Series
in adding to cultural awareness
and understanding.
Said senior and VIVA president Osbani Garcia, “Given the fact
that recently we’ve been having
some issues with controversies in
terms of ethnicity and race, I feel
like if we get to know more about
other cultures, we can bridge
those differences and try to get
two groups of people to get along
by learning about each other.”
The event closed by moving to
the Diversity Center for some classic Cuban food including empanadas, pollo asado, rice and beans
and a drink called morir sonañdo.
VIVA will continue their Cultural
Series in the coming terms, with
plans to feature Peru, Columbia,
Argentina and Venezuela.
April, the contest was moved to
the last week of January in 1973.
When commenting on the
endurance of the contest, Trivia
Master Colin Huggins said that
part of the continuous success of
trivia is because “there is an amazing enduring audience of off-campus teams. Also, it passes through
personal relationships and generations.”
The Great Midwest Trivia
Contest began in 1966 and has
been going on annually since then.
Questions are broadcasted out of
Lawrence’s very own radio station, WLFM.

WEEK 5
TERM II

The following are some of the community concerns discussed at the
1/28/13 General Council meeting:
•
Creating some form of safe crosswalk on East Alton St. (in between the quad and Kohler).
•
Putting up better lighting along the path from the Rec. Center to Hiett.
•
Making the campus more accessible for non-conservatory bands to practice, play, and
store equipment.

If you have any ideas, comments, or opinions about these topics please e-mail LUCC at
LUCC@lawrence.edu
You can also come share in the conversation at our next General Council meeting: Monday,
February 11th, @ 4:30pm in Esch-Hurvis.

VARIETY
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That was Lawrence
The Great Midwest Trivia Contest

Stephen Nordin
Staff Historian

____________________________________

The May 7, 1966 issue of this
publication announced the start
of a Lawrence tradition with the
headline “Trivia Takes Control For
Campus Contest.” James B. deRosset ‘66, the inaugural Master of
Trivia, created the contest after he
was not selected to go off-campus
with a select group of students
and faculty.
This
trip,
known
as
“Encampment” to the general
populace and “Entrapment” to
its detractors, was ostensibly
designed to increase studentfaculty contact. In this outdoor
forum, Lawrentians were to be
able to voice their concerns, but
many were dissatisfied by the
weekend retreat, citing quicklydrained supplies of alcohol, weak
coffee and banal conversation.
In later years, deRosset
claimed to have created the contest for “the trivial minds left
behind.” He was reported to have
said, “the mind of every human
being is a virtually untapped
source of trivial knowledge.”
From the WLFM-AM office
during Encampment weekend,
deRosset asked 407 questions in
between a general broadcast of
rock and roll music. During the
course of the weekend, the station
received between seven and ten
thousand phone calls.

Answering questions like
“What product used to have as its
motto, ‘when nature forgets...’?”
(Ex-Lax) and “Who produced
the first Frankenstein movie?”
(Thomas Edison, 1910), the
Plantz Hall team narrowly edged
out Brokaw for the win.
The following year, the
Second Great Midwest Trivia
Contest began at 11 p.m. May 5
and continued for 50 hours to 1
a.m. May 8. It saw the first official division between on-campus
teams, consisting of residence
halls, fraternity halls and off-campus teams formed by Appleton
residents.
There was a Trivia dance
in Memorial Union, and festivities were presided over by Trivia
Master David Pfleger ‘67 who was
described by this publication as
a “gnome dispatcher” for WLFM.
Riding the growing wave of
enthusiasm for Trivia and the
increasing dissatisfaction with
Encampment, Pfleger claimed,
“We will have questions for all
segments of the listening audience, from teeny-boppers to Fred
Allen fans. Even if you don’t participate it will be fun to listen to
the questions.”
The team representing the
legacy of Samuel Plantz carried
the contest again.
By 1968, WLFM had the infrastructure in place to bring Trivia
to all 600,000 listeners within

its broadcast area. Janet Behmer
‘70, writing for The Lawrentian,
asserted, “Judging from last year’s
response and the increased publicity this year, Trivia should be
the greatest event since Liberace
left Menasha.”
The contest had reached
such a degree of popularity that
Behmer noted that “women will
be given permission to stay out
after hours” in order to help with
the phone stations, but she also
suggested nonetheless that “they
should sign up soon so that the
names can be given to the dean.”
The May 10, 1968, article
covering the results of the contest
proudly claimed “Yes, WLFM is
getting more and more Trivia all
the time!” Teams with names like
“The Virgins Merry,” “The Knights
of Alcohol,” “The Senior-Junior
Woodchucks” and “The Pink
Toilet” all jockeyed to oust Plantz
from its winning streak. For the
first time, a fraternity, Phi Gamma
Delta, or the “Fijis” took the prize:
a large wedding cake.
Although the timing and
quirks of Trivia have changed
repeatedly over the past 47 years,
the success of this year’s contest
suggests that the “trivial minds
left behind” of 1966 have been followed by a fine bunch of Masters
now very much at the forefront
of maintaining this fine campus
tradition.

Specht Pages

Join the Specht Pages team
Kevin Specht
Columnist

____________________________________

I, Kevin Specht, will not be
at Lawrence University forever.
I’m in my third year out of four,
so I still have some time to go.
But I want to think of the future. I
want to make sure that the Specht
Pages can be part of the Lawrence
experience long after I’m gone.
In order to keep this column
alive in years to come, I will need
an apprentice, or better yet, a team
of apprentices. These apprentices
will need quite a bit of time working on wit, story fabrication and
determination.
In my efforts to make sure all
of this can happen according to
my plan, I am hereby founding The
Specht Pages Writing Institute,
which will serve as a training program for Specht Pages writers. A
maximum of three applicants will
be selected for the four-term-long
intensive program.

The
applicants
should
be freshmen or sophomores.
Freshmen are preferred, though
all applicants will be considered.
No prior writing experience is
required. Past newspaper experience may make you a weaker candidate. Send all applications in a
campus envelope to Kevin Specht
SPC 1456.
Applicants must submit a
sample article, a list of two references and a response to each
of the five essay questions listed
below. Essay questions should
be answered in fewer than 500
words. No resume is required, but
please include your email address,
campus address (building and
room number), name, year, major
and favorite color.
Essay Questions:
1. What is your biggest fear,
and how can I use it against you?
2. Please describe why you
are interested in enrollment at
The Specht Pages Writing Institute

(this question must be answered
using no prepositions).
3. Propose an architectural
change to a building on campus.
4. Why do you think you will
be able to endure the rigors of The
Specht Pages Writing Institute?
5. Prove to me that you have
what it takes to be a member of
the Specht Pages team.
Also, there is a TA job available. To apply, you must be a
junior or sophomore. The application will be the same as for gaining admission to the Specht Pages
Writing Institute.
Also, I’d like to add some
more information to my last
article about the time capsule. If
an unauthorized person decides
to dig up the time capsule, they
shall be placed in the Lawrence
University Stocks for a minimum
of 35 hours.
“You heard it first on Specht
Pages.”

personality
supplements
Eccentricity
Micha Saxton
Columnist

____________________________________

Everyone on earth should be
eccentric. No wait, only the most
professional of the eccentrics
should be eccentric, like Iris Apfel
and Stewie Griffin. All the rest
should stick to Opening Ceremony
and Etsy.
If the unfortunate hipster
trend has taught us anything, it’s
that if everyone tries to be unique,
said uniqueness becomes so
pedestrian that seeing a 20-something in Ralph Lauren Black Label
causes you to fall on your knees
and cry tears of sweet, lemming
joy.
But balance in life is key, and
a little eccentricity is necessary
for one to truly experience the follies of youth.
First thing’s first, eccentricity is a personality trait, not a
fashion statement. Jacky O. was a
total eccentric. Don’t believe me?
Just listen to her speak! Plus, she
stole Aristotle Onassis away from
La Divina Maria Callas, ruining La
Callas for the rest of her life. This
fabulousness, both good and evil,
was within her, not in the perfectly
understated elegance she sported.
Eccentric doesn’t necessarily mean crazy, but in my book it
should. Crazy people are the best
companions with which to explore
the world, as everything with a
bonkers sidekick is more exciting! They’re much better than tiresome, serious, sane people. Sane
people use logic and reasoning.
Sane people tell you not to put
bubble bath in a public fountain
and go skinny-dipping. Terrible
bores, all of them!
So, let’s start with a picture.
Picture yourself at your very best,
your ideal picture of you. What do
you sound like? Look like? Smell
like? What do you read?
I’d like to believe that all
eccentrics are intellectual purists
by default. Movies are okay, and
yes, I said movies, not film. Deal
with it, pretentious youth.
Who do you quote at overhyped gallery openings in the
Mission? I’ve craved the opportunity to say Shakespeare’s “I’ll look
to like if looking liking moves…” to
the artist at every gallery opening
I’ve ever attended. I mean, don’t
you hate it when they ask you outright what you think?
It’s evil, I know, but I can’t
help it. Even if I like the work! It’s
probably because I never got my
moment to play Juliet in middle
school. Luckily for me, the shows
I go to are normally hideous and
I usually find my Paris by the end
of the night.
Most importantly, how do
you feel about you? You had better answer that you would screw
yourself sober because that is
what you should feel about you
100 percent of the time.

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

Never under any circumstances give a damn about what
someone may think of your fashion or cultural choices because
here’s the thing: you can’t please
everyone. So you might as well
please yourself.
Naysayers want you to feel
bad for daring to do what they
are afraid to do. Don’t let them.
I’ve been called shallow for my
ridiculous clothes habits by people close to me. I invite this kind
of criticism; it allows me to decide
which friends are actually worthy
of the title.
The same goes for being outspoken. It’s true that everyone
does kill the messenger, but biting
your tongue to make the less mentally active around you more comfortable isn’t doing you or them
any favors. You are stuck hanging
out with people who don’t understand you, while simultaneously
shifting who you really are to fit in.
Fitting in never did anyone
any favors. They, on the other
hand, are left believing that the
stupid and sometimes horrible
things they say are acceptable and
will continue doing so until they
get their asses kicked. Hopefully
you’re there to watch when it happens.
Okay, so do you have this
mental image? Really let it burn
into your retinas. Now, live it. Just
do it. Don’t plan, just do.
Read the books you need to
read to be as well read as you’d
like to be. Buy the out-of-date
jacket that makes you feel like a
million. That is how legends are
born—they do exactly what they
like to do, not what they think they
should do.
If being a video game master
is your dream, then go! Fly free!
Eccentricity should not be elitist,
but I can’t promise that.
I live my life to this bastardized version of a really beautiful
Hindu proverb:
“One day a woman went to
the religious leader of her town
and said, ‘I’m really worried about
my husband.’
‘Why?’ the leader responded.
‘Well, he keeps telling me
he’s going to strip himself of his
clothes, and run off into the forest
any day now,’ she said.”
I should stop to lightly explain
that this is a complicated ritual/
right of passage in the culture.
“The leader laughed and told
her, ‘Don’t worry, you have nothing to fear. He’s talking about it;
he’s thinking it over; he’ll never
do it.’
She looked at him and said,
‘Well, what are you going to do
about it?’
He looked back at her for
a moment, stripped off all his
clothes and ran away into the forest, never to be seen or heard of
again.”

SPORTS
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Northland College splits two with hockey
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Last weekend the Lawrence
University hockey team hosted
Northland College (7-11-1, 5-9-0
MCHA) in a two-day series at the
Appleton Family Ice Center. The
team experienced some ups and
downs, emerging with one win
and one loss and bringing their
record to 6-11-2 and 5-7-2 in conference.
During the first game Friday,
Jan. 27, the Vikings kicked the
match off on a high note. Freshman

Rudi Pino introduced the puck to
the Lumberjacks’ goal within the
first two minutes of play off an
assist by fellow freshman Renato
Engler.
The second period yielded
even more early success for LU.
Freshman Matt Moore, assisted
by Pino and Engler, scored just
20 seconds in, and sophomore
Patrick Coyne added another at
3:20 off an assist by juniors Paul
Zuke and Derek Brickan.
Northland’s only goal of the
match, scored by senior Jamieson
Webking, slipped by fresh-

man goaltender Fabian Sivnert
15 minutes into the third period. Lawrence freshman Logan
Lemirande retaliated immediately after, scoring off an assist
by senior Phil Buschbacher and
freshman Ryan Rumble at 15:37,
bringing the final score of the
game to 4-1.
The following afternoon,
the Vikings and the Lumberjacks
reconvened on the ice for a
rematch. LU started strong, scoring two goals in the first period.
Pino and Engler again collaborated on the first goal of the game

Patrick Coyne demonstrates his strength, checking a Northland player into the boards.
Photo by Paul Wilke

within the first three minutes,
and Coyne, assisted by Zuke and
Brickan, rounded off the first period with a second at 15:58.
Lawrence’s
momentum
began to slow during the second
period, when the only goal was
scored by Northland senior Austin
Southerland with four and a half
minutes remaining in the period.
The favor shifted to the
Lumberjacks during the third
period, with frustrating results
for the Vikings. Northland junior
Louis Labbe sank his team’s second goal just two minutes into the
period, and junior Mike L e n n o n
scored the rest of the Jacks’ goals:
one at 6:34 off a power play after
Pino was called for roughing the
goaltender and another a minute
and a half later.
LU attempted to catch up,
bringing the score to 3-4 with an
agile, unassisted goal by Engler
around the 15-minute mark. The
last few minutes of the match
were fast-paced and suspenseful.
Northland senior Kraig Wright
was whistled for hooking with just
three minutes remaining.
Lawrence fought hard to
capitalize on the power play, but
none of their attempts successfully found the net. The match
concluded with a final score of
4-3 and a victory for Northland
College.
The Vikings will face Marian
University (7-8-1, 6-5-0 MCHA)
in the Battle of Highway 41 series
this weekend, hosting the Sabres
at the Appleton Family Ice Center
Friday, Feb. 1, and traveling to
Fond du Lac Saturday, Feb. 2.

Men’s basketball falls to Carroll, beats Monmouth
John Revis
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The Lawrence University
men’s basketball team continued
its recent behavior by splitting
a pair of conference games last
week. The Vikings hosted the
Carroll University Pioneers Jan.
23 and took the loss 74-68.
Jan. 26, Lawrence traveled
back to Illinois to take on the
Monmouth College Fighting Scots
and emerged victorious 87-73.
The Vikings have an overall record
of 8-9 with a 6-6 record in the
Midwest Conference. Both records
are accurate as of Jan. 28.
Against Carroll, Lawrence
maintained the lead during most
of the first half before distancing
themselves right before halftime.
Three-pointers from junior guard
Chris Siebert and sophomore forward Andrew Borresen as well
as a layup from freshman Jamie
Nikitas on consecutive possessions extended a two-point lead

to a ten-point lead for the Vikings.
However, the second half
belonged solely to the Pioneers as
the Vikings lost the lead with nine
minutes left in the second half
and could not get it back. Carroll
exploded for 46 points during the
second half while notching a field
goal percentage 56.7 percent.
Lawrence went cold after
halftime, only making three of
their 14 three-point attempts.
Sophomore guard Ryan DePouw
led the Vikings with 15 points
and junior forward Tyler Mazur
chipped in 13. Senior forward
Conor Klusendorf recorded a double-double with 12 points and 13
total rebounds.
Three days later, the Vikings
continued what they have done
all season by coming back strong
after a tough loss. Despite falling behind by 11 points against
Monmouth a few minutes into the
game, Lawrence fought their way
back.
As the Vikings led by one

point with two minutes left in
the first half, Siebert hit a jumper
which was followed by a three
pointer from Nikitas to give
Lawrence a six-point lead at halftime. The Vikings never looked
back as they shot 50 percent from
the field, including 50 percent
from three-point range, to keep
the Fighting Scots behind.
Lawrence came through
in the clutch at the free throw
line, hitting 31 out of their 35
attempts and taking advantage of
Monmouth’s foul troubles. Siebert
had a career day as he recorded
30 points and went a perfect 10
for 10 from the free throw line.
DePouw and Nikitas both played
well for the Vikings as they scored
18 and 17 points, respectively.
Lawrence has continued to
keep itself in contention for the
postseason by following up losses
with terrific wins.
“It just goes to show how
resilient we are,” commented
Klusendorf. “We talk about it

every practice. It’s a process; you
have to play each game and can’t
dwell on the past or worry about
the future. We can bounce back
like that because we take it one
game at a time.”
Despite the .500 record, the
Vikings do have some control over
making the Midwest Conference
postseason tournament. With a
handful of critical games left, pulling out wins is more important
than ever.
“I think we have all the tools
necessary to make the postseason,” added senior forward Scott
Beauchamp. “It’s just a matter of
us putting them all together for 40
minutes. We have shown flashes
this year, but if we can finally put
together a total effort, then we
have a great chance to make the
postseason.”
Lawrence hosts Illinois
College Feb. 2 and Beloit College
Feb. 6, both games at Alexander
Gymnasium.

on a bigger stage at the conference meet.”
The men’s team took fourth
overall, beating conference-rival
Ripon for the first time in Coach
Fast’s tenure. Freshman Jonah
Laursen captured the only Viking
victory for the day, crossing the
finish line of the 5000-meter run
in 16:13—his first ever collegiate
victory.
“I was pleased with my performance,” said Laursen. “I know
I’ll be able to improve through the
season.”

Right behind Laursen was
teammate Curran Carlile, a junior
who snatched second with his
time of 16:30. In the 800-meter
run, Lawrentians were able to
snag second and third overall.
Juniors Dan Thoresen and
Mike Mangian continued their
in-team rivalry with Thoresen
finishing in 2:00.71 to Mangian’s
2:00.80.
“Hopefully we can continue
to keep pushing each other,” stated Thoresen. “Mangian has been
keeping me honest with my pace

for two years now. I owe him a
lot.”
Elsewhere on the track, two
Viking hurdlers scored points for
Lawrence in the 60-meter high
hurdles. Freshmen JP Ranumas
and Jonah Sorell qualified for the
finals and were able to finish third
and seventh, respectively, with
Ranumas crossing the line in 8.84
and Sorell in 10.73.
Senior Sam Stevens was able
to grab third place overall in the

Men’s track and field defeats rival Ripon at UW-Oshkosh
Alex York
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The Lawrence University
Track and Field teams competed
in the UW-Oshkosh Open Jan. 25.
In their second meet of the season, the Vikings were able to show
some major improvements in the
distance and hurdling events.
That being said, Head Coach
Jason Fast noted, “We need to
work on being more consistent
in racing. We need to be able to
count on each other once we are

See page 5

Standings
School

Conf. Overall

Men’s Basketball
St. Norbert
Grinnell
Carroll
Beloit
Ripon
Lawrence
Cornell
Illinois Col.
Lake Forest
Monmouth
Knox

12-2
11-3
9-4
8-5
8-6
6-7
6-7
5-8
4-10
4-10
1-12

15-3
14-4
13-5
10-8
10-9
8-10
7-11
8-10
6-13
5-14
1-17

W-L-T
12-0-2
8-5-1
7-7-0
6-7-1
6-8-0
5-7-2
5-9-0
4-10-0

W-L-T
16-1-2
11-7-1
8-10-1
9-8-2
6-13-0
6-11-2
7-11-1
4-15-0

12-1
11-3
10-4
8-5
8-6
8-6
7-7
5-8
4-9
1-12
0-13

17-1
16-3
13-6
9-7
10-9
9-9
8-11
7-11
6-12
2-16
1-17

Hockey
School
Adrian
MSOE
Marian
Lake Forest
Concordia
Lawrence
Northland
Finlandia
Women’s Basketball
Cornell
Monmouth
St. Norbert
Carroll
Lake Forest
Grinnell
Ripon
Knox
Illinois Col.
Beloit
Lawrence

Statistics are courtesy of www.
mchahockey.com and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
Jan. 30, 2013.
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Swim teams grab second
at Wisconsin invitational
Erik Soderlund
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Lawrence finished second
overall this past Saturday in the
Private College Championships
held in Carthage.
Carthage College managed
to take home titles for both the
men’s and women’s teams, but
the Vikings were able to stay close
behind the leader and capture
the second highest spot on the
podium through great, individual
performances.
“Our out of the pool team
bonding is what helped us swim
fast this past weekend. It was
also great sticking it to Carroll and
beating them out of second place,”
commented junior Charlie Mann
on the key to team success this
past week.
For the women, freshman
Emily Flack managed to carry her
team, picking up to two individual
titles. She won in both the 100and 200-yard backstroke with
times of 1:03.36 and 2:16.80,
showing her ability to perform
well in her young career.
However, it was not just Flack
who was on top of the competition
this weekend. Freshman Hayley
Cardinal added to Lawrence’s
first place finishes with a 1:09.71
time in the 100-yard breaststroke,
beating Carthage’s Michelle
Hance with 87 hundredths of a
second. Also, she placed second in
the 200-yard breaststroke with a
time of 2:32.65.
Taylor Winter won in the
1,650-yard freestyle and crushed

her competition. Second place
Taylor Hutton of Carthage was a
mere 30 seconds behind Winter
in the event, clearly displaying
her dominance. Winter also had a
respectable second place finish in
the 500-yard freestyle.
Also notable for the women
was junior Chelsea Hameister’s
400-yard individual medley second place finish with a time of
5:14.93.
For the men, juniors Evan
Flack and Charlie Mann continue
to provide important team points
with strong individual results.
Flack did not pick up as many
first place finishes as his sister
this weekend but he did manage
to win the 200-yard freestyle with
a time of 1:48.76, which was convincingly best in the event.
Mann won the 100-yard
backstroke at 57.97 as he once
again had a stellar performance
in the event.
“Compared to the rest of the
conference, I am not the fastest
in the event. I think that one of
my best qualities though, is being
able to block that out of my mind
and racing myself every week trying to get faster,” said Mann about
his recent success.
In the 200-yard backstroke
Mann managed to finish second
just 26 hundredths behind the
winner.
Lawrence swimming continues to look strong as they set their
sights on the next event which
will be the MWC Championships
Feb. 15 to17 at Grinnell.

Carroll narrowly wins
over Viking basketball

Reid Trier
Staff Writer

____________________________________

With their recent struggles
in rearview, the Lawrence women’s basketball squad took on
Carroll University at Alexander
Gymnasium Jan. 23. The Pioneers
may have been heavily favored,
but on this evening, the Vikings
would fight until the final whistle.
Early on, scoring was difficult. Opportunities to score off
turnovers simply did not translate to baskets on either side, as
the teams combined for 19 points
in the first 13 minutes. Finally,
the momentum shifted in favor
of Carroll before the end of the
half. Junior guard Emily DeNoyer
and freshman guard Mallory
Christenson set the tone for the
Pioneers, and they took a 19-14
lead to the locker room.
The momentum quickly shifted in the second half, however.
The Vikings came out smoking
with a 12-3 run, which put them
up 26-22 at the 14:57 mark.
Sophomore Kassidy Rinehart
commented on the second half
success, stating, “We had really
good ball movement and simply
worked as a team to score.”
It certainly wasn’t a selfish
12-3 run for the Vikings, as they
managed an assist on every scoring possession. Lawrence would
continue their streak for another
10+ minutes and led 48-40 with
only 3:40 remaining.
But the Pioneers were determined to make a late push and

did just that. They netted seven
straight points in the final minutes
to tie the game at 50-50 with 56
seconds left.
With 16 seconds to go, Carroll’s
Kelly Menden made a pair of free
throws to give Carroll a 52-50
edge, but junior Alex Deshler came
up big in the clutch. Her layup with
six seconds ultimately sent the
game into OT, where only the most
durable team would survive.
The overtime period wasn’t
exactly filled with highlight reel
moments, as Lawrence and Carroll
combined for 0-12 shooting. The
entire difference was made at the
free throw line, and while While
Lawrence failed to attempt a free
throw, Carroll went 8-8.
It was a disheartening loss
for the Vikings who played their
closest contest since Dec. 11 in
Finlandia. The Pioneers 60-52 win
elevated them to (8-7, 7-5 MWC),
dropping the Vikings to (1-16, 0-12
MWC).
Lawrence headed to Glennie
Gymnasium Jan. 26, encouraged by their last performance.
However, the Vikings left their
energy back home. The Monmouth
College Fighting Scots imposed
their will from the opening tipoff and didn’t let off the gas
pedal. The Scots opened up a
32-2 lead, as Lawrence suffered
through a nine minute scoring
drought at one point in the first
half. Monmouth forced a slew of
turnovers in the stretch and were

See page 12

Athletes of the week
by: Amanda Ollerer

Nick Craker: Swimming and Diving
1) What got you to start
swimming?
My sister started swimming one year before I did. I
went to all of the meets, and I
decided to swim rather than sit
on the side and watch.
2) What is the hardest
part of swimming?
Practice is definitely the
hardest part of swimming. Some
may see it as swimming back
and forth a bunch of times, but
there are certain intervals, yards
and strokes that require a lot
more work than others. Also
having slower times than my
younger brother is pretty hard
Nick Craker is a regular on the Lawrence relay teams.
to take, but it is motivation that
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
I use, but it usually never works.
3) Do you have a pre-game ritual that you do before every meet?
Not really, a couple of us just joke around on the pool deck, but I wouldn’t really call that a ritual.
I also listen to music to get me ready for my races.
4) What has been your biggest accomplishment with swimming?
Getting 6th place in the 400 free relay at state my senior year of high school.
5) If you could have lunch with any famous swimmer, who would it be, and why?
Ian “Thorpedo” Thorpe, he holds some records that are pretty impressive, and he has a pretty cool
nickname.

Chelsea Hameister: Swimming and Diving
1) What got you to start
swimming?
I’ve just always loved the
water, so my parents signed me
and my brother up for the swim
team when we were younger,
and I fell in love with the competitive aspect of swimming.
2) What is the hardest
part of swimming?
The hardest part for me is
the mental part—at every point
in a race, your body and mind
are just yelling at you to stop,
but you have to push through
and keep going.
3) Do you have a pregame ritual that you do before
every meet?
My pre-meet ritual just
involves blasting pump up
Chelsea Hameister was part of the record-breaking 800 free realy team.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
songs to get a quick tempo stuck
in my head and reflecting back
on my races from Conference the past two years. I swam lifetime bests at both of them, and thinking
back on how excited and ecstatic I was at those moments gets me super pumped to race and reminds
me why I’m still competing.
4) What has been your biggest accomplishment with swimming?
I think being a part of the 800 free relay team that broke the school record was definitely my biggest collegiate accomplishment so far, and hopefully I’ll be a part of more record-breaking events this
year. Before college, my biggest accomplishment was repping Wisconsin at Zones for the mile in the
pool and the two mile open water swim.
5) If you could have lunch with any famous swimmer, who would it be and why?
I would love to have lunch with Dara Torres; she is one of the nicest people ever! She held up her
race in the Beijing Olympics because one of her competitor’s suits had ripped and she hadn’t returned
from changing yet. She’s such an amazing athlete too—she just missed out on making the London
Olympics by less than 0.1 in her race. London would’ve been her sixth Olympic trip. She’s 45 and was
racing against girls half her age and has a six year old daughter—that’s just insane.

Track & field
continued from page 4
3000-meter run against some
stiff competition. His time was
8:58.10.
The women’s team was led
by freshman Liz Landes, who
finished third in the 5000-meter
run in 21:01. Competing in her
second-ever indoor meet, she was
very excited about her performance.

“What determines a good
runner is not the absence of
nerves but the management of
them, and a track meet is the
expression of this quality,” Landes
noted. “I didn’t know that I was
capable of feeling so good during
and after such a long race on such
a small loop.”
Other notable finishers were
junior Sam Luebke who jumped to
fourth in the long jump with her
distance of 4.75 meters. Senior
Rose Tepper nabbed fifth in the
high jump with a jump of 1.57

meters.
Overall, the teams were
happy with their improvements:
“Our second meet was definitely
an improvement on our first one,”
said Laursen. “I think that everyone will continue to improve in
the upcoming meets.”
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Lawrence Anonymous: Mystery abounds

Lawrence Compliments
Jasmine Winters
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

The internet today is full of cute puppies, silly kittens and all around warm fuzzies, those things that make you go “awww.”
The craze has hit Lawrence with the
Lawrence Compliments page on Facebook.
It may not be cute puppies, but the sweet
things people say about each other can still
make even the toughest person smile.
Finding inspiration in other school’s
pages and the general boredom that accompanies the six-week Lawrence winter break,
the person behind the computer screen
decided to bring this trend to Lawrence.
The main intention was to brighten people’s days and, as the creator puts it, to
engage in “a nice little altruistic exercise,”
which he/she feels has been successful.
Not only does the page brighten students’ days, it also has an air of mystery.
The creator has purposefully kept himself/
herself anonymous.
The creator of the page said, “I feel
that if people knew my true identity it

would ruin the magic for some people, and
that is a main motivation for me to remain
anonymous.”
Well, according to the creator only a
couple Lawrentians know the truth and of
course his/her mom. Despite the occasional
hint, the creator never plans to reveal his/
her true identity.

many Lawrentians. Now with 717 friends,
the page reaches approximately 50 percent
of the student population at Lawrence.
These other pages that have joined the
phenomenon also share the distinct anonymous characteristic. One possibility is that
the same person has created all of the
pages. However, the creator of Lawrence

Also not really a student compliment, but whoever makes the “this is
Lawrence” videos, mad skills. Eloquent and powerful. They make me
proud to be a Lawrentian.
[I believe that would be Rachel Crowl!]

Lawrence Compliments appears
to be the originator of a new trend on
Facebook, which now includes the controversial Lawrence Secrets and the lesserknown Lawrence Like-a-Little. Within what
seemed to be a few days, notifications and
friend requests filled the home pages of

Unknown students
generate art on campus

Compliments has denied that hypothesis by
saying, “I have no idea who runs all of the
other Lawrence Facebook pages. Just like
everyone else, I wish I did!”
With such a quick response to
Compliments by the other creators and
their pages, they all have to now share the
limelight. The creator of Compliments said,
“I’m not going to lie, at first I was slightly
unhappy that they’ve stolen my thunder!
But I got over it quickly.”
Although the pages follow a similar
theme of allowing Lawrentians to share
their feelings anonymously, the overall
tone and acceptance of the pages differ.
Lawrence Secrets has become controversial
and one might even say a bit infamous.

Employee beautifies
city with street art
Tyler Kundinger
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

A light switch decorates a tree on Main Hall Green.
Photo by Mathias Reed

A tree on campus stays warm in the cold weather with a knitted sweater.
Photo by Mathias Reed

For the street artist known as Amilli,
anonymity provides the power to directly inject ideas into the public vein. Even
written on a sticker, the phrase, “Life is
Beautiful,” can have a profound impact when
seen in an unexpected place. A dumpster,
an insurance building, your windshield.
This mantra of “Life is Beautiful” wasn’t
coined overnight, however. Amilli was born
and raised years in Neenah, WI and is just
months away from finishing a culinary arts
degree right here in Appleton. As for street
art, Amilli has been shaping this craft since
beginning as a small-time t-shirt designer
for local Neenah bands at age 14.
After making a decent profit for a while,
the focus shifted to stencils and spray paint,
and at age 18 Amilli began doing street art
seriously. Since then “Life is Beautiful” has
popped up in at least 20 states, including
10 cities in Wisconsin. Amilli also has family in Puerto Rico; needless to say, not only
has the country become a frequented travel
spot, but it is also a tropical canvas for
Amilli’s street art. Over time, cost-effective
stickers have become the preferred medium of choice for the anonymous artist.
But what makes Amilli’s anonymity
relevant on the Lawrence campus? Well,
Amilli might cook your food. Amilli might
sweep your floors. Amilli might hear your

The Compliments creator stated, “I
was also worried that Lawrence University
Secrets would be a sort of ‘burn book.’
Sometimes it’s just complaining; other
times I can see how it would be cathartic
for people.”
The response to the Lawrence
Compliments Facebook page from Lawrence
students has generally ranged from indifferent to positive. However, many students
did mention that some students may feel
bad if they do not get complimented.
Sophomore Neal Falletta-Cowden felt,
“The Lawrence Compliments page is a way
for people to express unspoken thoughts
and feelings which can be a good thing
because it promotes positivity but negative in that it does not distribute positivity
equally among Lawrentians.”
Freshman Abby LaBrant had similar
feelings when she said, “It’s a nice way to
recognize people, but the feeling of not getting a compliment ever is kind of an insult
in itself,” but she also added, “It’s not usually on my radar, and I wouldn’t notice if the
page suddenly disappeared.”
Junior Dani Glass said, “I had seen
friends in other schools with a page like
this, and I when read about the Lawrence
Compliments page I was skeptical that it
wasn’t going to be taken seriously. It is a
way for a nice thing to be done without people having to go out of their way to do it.”
The Lawrence students who have been
lucky enough to be complimented have also
had positive feelings about the experience.
Junior Phillip Jindra said, “I was pretty

See page 12

conversations, know how you walk and
talk, how you dress, or what you eat. You
would never know.
It’s remarkably reminiscent of Fight
Club, but we don’t talk about that.
Unlike Fight Club (spoiler), however,
there are no plans of overhauling the system or destroying credit card companies for
Amilli; just a – relatively—normal life, with
the occasional act of what some might call
‘vandalism.’
And yet, some of us see street art not as
vandalism but as an under-exploited means
of city beautification. Amilli is inspired by
this notion of street art in general; not so
much big names like Banksy, but the little
guys like graffiti artists. No, Amilli does not
support territorial graffiti or the gang violence behind it, but has tremendous respect
for the art.
Also, it’s important for you to know
that the name has nothing to do with Lil’
Wayne, whatsoever.
To pass the time between travelling
and doing street art, Amilli enjoys skateboarding, snowboarding, cooking, fashion
design, and cutting loose and partying from
time to time, but Amilli says, “I’m trying to
cut back on drinking,” a good lesson for us
all.
Amilli is a skater, a chef, an artist, a
woman, and most of all, a free spirit. To her,
life really is beautiful, and you should never
waste a minute of it. Even if you’re between
jobs, finishing a degree, and moving into a
new apartment, there’s still a little time to
express yourself and make the world more
beautiful.
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at Lawrence on campus and social media

Lawrence Secrets
Andre Augustine
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

During the past month, Facebook users
on campus were politely bombarded by
numerous Facebook pages that were created by and for Lawrence students. On some
of these Facebook pages, Lawrentians are
able to express their inner feelings, pleasant compliments and even little crushes to
the Lawrence community while remaining
anonymous. However, with all the different Facebook pages that currently exists,
none has caused as much controversy as
Lawrence University Secrets.
The facebook page emerged during
winter break in response to the growing
trend of each university having their own
‘Secrets’ page. Ever since its creation, many
students have voiced their different views
about LU-Secrets and their opinions all
seem to go in two ways. Some students are
annoyed by the site and believe that it contributes to the passive aggressiveness that
already exists on campus while others do
not really see the point in the existence but
just love reading everyone’s secrets.
As the site continues to gain its prominence, the majority of them still have lingering questions about it, such as ‘what
was the purpose of creating this site,’ ‘why
should people trust the person who runs
this site’ and most importantly, ‘who is
behind LU-Secrets?’
Despite the numerous criticism about
the site, the anonymous founder thought
that this site might be a good way to address

a problem that has been prevalent on the
Lawrence campus for years.
“Throughout my time here, I’ve heard
of many people complaining about the
amount of tension/passive-aggressiveness
on campus,” said the anonymous LU-Secrets
creator. “So I thought, what better than to
create a page where some of this angst can
be let out? Why not create a page where
people can participate in conversations
anonymously.”
And that is exactly what happened. The

creator. “My stance? I think this conversation needs to move past Facebook. It needs
to be addressed through an actual, physical
conversation between students and faculty
advisors.”
Although the creator encourages students’ comments, remarks and replies of
heavy topics such as race, some students
also believe that this page causes unnecessary drama and tension between the students. Many students posted negative comments about people who live right down

#195: I am a sophomore, to this day I still don’t know how to open my
mailbox and need someone to do it for me.
#194: Everytime I check my email and it says “your package has
arrived” I feel like I”m the most important person in the world. After I
retrieve it, I stay a little longer at Warch to just casually show it off that
I’ve received a package, and sometimes walk the longer way back home
so my lovely cardboard box can bask in all its glory.

page that started out as an innocent outlet
became something more controversial than
the LUS creator ever thought it would be.
The LUS page began to captured the attention of Lawrence students after it continued
the discussion that happened as a result of
racist comments that was said in a fraternity’s party description.
“A lot of [the controversy] has been
fueled by coincidence--with the Delt party
and the fact that the Freshmen are reading
West’s Race Matters this year,” said the LUS

the hall from them in their residence hall
and about certain staff members in the
Lawrence community. However, the LUS
creator is made moves in order to stop that
from continuing to happen by letting all of
its friends know that even though it tries
to post everything that is sent in, negative
slurs and nonconstructive criticism will not
be tolerated for this platform.
In addition to making this statement,
the LUS creator also admitted to auditing
posts that may need clarification or might

be hurtful to certain students or groups.
“To add on to that, I encourage people
to message me if they notice something out
of line, as reading and auditing messages
take up time and sometimes I am unable to
catch hidden pricklies,” said the LUS creator.
In addition to some of the previous
concerns that the students share, many of
the students also question the credibility
of the person who started the page, asking
questions like ‘why should I put my trust in
this page?’
“I feel like a lot of people think I sit
behind a computer read , laugh and giggle at
the secrets I receive,” said the LUS creator.
“Big secret is, I don’t; nor do I have the time
or energy for that.”
However, many students also believe
that this person has ‘blackmailing’ power
because this person knows almost everyone’s secret or at least one thing that pertains to almost everyone on campus.
“The bare truth. You shouldn’t [put
your trust in me]. You just have to trust
that I am trustworthy enough to keep your
secrets mum--which, if you are indeed asking, I will,” said the LUS creator. “But I think
people enjoy toying with that uncertainty.
It’s the dice you choose to gamble, the game
you choose to play.”
The LUS creator admits that he/she
does not even remember some of the secrets
that are sent in because so many secrets
come in weekly that it’s hard to remember
who submitted the secrets and even so, LUS
creators says that they delete the secrets
from their inbox after they are posted.
Even though students have their various opinions about Lawrence University

See page 12

Listening to the TreeS : Squirrel Business
Chelsea Johnson
Staff Writer

____________________________________________

Between the SLUG and Greenfire
houses grows an old black walnut tree,
very straight and very tall. It is old
enough to produce nuts that fall heavy
to the ground in fall, covering the grass,
slipping the unsuspecting. The squirrels
love this tree.
They ripple up and down the trunk,
swirling around its roots, arguing with
each other in the speckled shade. When I
walk by, they scamper away to the safety
of nearby bushes, and when I am not
there, they bound across the grass in the
never-ending pursuit of food.
Unknown to them, these squirrels
are prophets of a value inherent to the
natural world. By pursuing their squirrel
lives with little regard to my own, they
remind me of a very important lesson
available from the natural world: every
spark of life and crumb of the world has

intrinsic purpose and worth outside of
anthropogenic value frameworks.
Whether it be an untamed forest or
neighborhood park, natural settings give
us the rare opportunity to be immersed
in a world that is turning by its own
wheels, that thrives and dies by its own
mechanisms, choices and motivation.
The world does not exist to please
you. Moreover, it does not exist to entertain you, to make way, to give you anything. But neither does the wild world
exist to hurt you. It is not there to teach
you a lesson, to show you pain, to make
you feel lost and scared. It simply exists.
Humans are, of course, part of the
natural world. We did not descend from
space to foul a pristine land because we
are evil, nasty creatures, as the more cynical among us may believe. Like anything
else, we evolved to suit our niche, and we
have succeeded in doing so.
But in our success we have created
a modern life that, perhaps for the first

time in history, has cut many off from the
connection to a natural world that has
not been shaped, sculpted or paved for
our use.
We have become too good at creating entire landscapes and lives that are
completely catered to human needs. Our
cars have thousands of radio stations to
give us exactly what we want to hear as
we drive on roads that take us exactly
where we want to go. In this kind of bubble, it’s easy to believe in the illusion that
the world exists for human needs alone.
But even an experience with the natural world as simple as watching squirrels race over my yard reminds me that to
those squirrels, this is not my yard. This
is the world beyond myself, and it exists
without human justification.
Recognition of this fact is not only
critical in reevaluating how the environmental movement progresses, but it has
important emotional significance as well.
Being in settings without anthropogenic

intentions releases some of the pressures of expectation found in manmade
settings.
It is also a very comforting and exciting thing to realize that the world and
all its life will never be completely the
design of human intention, that there
will always be a wild world to explore.
It is thriving with life that I am uniquely
a part of.
Crediting the natural world with its
own intentions gives us a unique advantage point from which to see our own life.
We have the chance to see our actions as
not just propagating human goals, but
actions that fit within a community that
includes other forms of life.
With that realization comes both a
sense of belonging in the world, but also
the responsibility of making sure our
actions answer not just to ourselves.
This project made possible, in part, by
the Helen Bar Rudin Grant
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A&E Abroad: Christopher Skinner on opera in Vienna
Christopher Skinner
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

Before I studied abroad with
IES Vienna Fall 2012, I was strongly interested in opera, studying it
for my major at Lawrence, seeing
live performances when I could
and watching DVDs or listening
to CDs. I had, however, only seen
three productions live—two of
which were relatively unimpressive—prior to my study abroad.
Living in Vienna for four
months suddenly gave me the
opportunity to increase the number of live operas I’d seen from
three to 30. While many of the
operas were less standard repertoire—there were some glaring
holes like “Tosca” or “Le nozze di
Figaro” in my experiences—there
could have been no better true
introduction to the art form. It
was both an experience to enjoy
and cherish and also a great primer on how to evaluate opera and
understand what I felt made a
show “work.”
The conclusion I drew about
analyzing opera was that I particularly appreciated those ideas
that were novel so long as they
enhanced the work being performed. I definitely appreciate a

well carried out period-accurate
performance.
Despite this, certain pieces
like “Eugene Onegin” or “Aus
einem Totenhaus” truly impressed
me with their unusual design and
direction, carried out by the performers, that really enhanced the
meaning of the story rather than
simply shocking me with their
non-original settings.
Others, like “La traviata,”
“Káťa Kabanová” or “Daphne”
seemed like they were designed
around interesting ideas, but ones
that were, at best, divorced from
the value of the piece itself, and at
worst, worked against it.
Though
the
“Wiener
Staatsoper” is one of the best
opera houses in the world, there
were good singers and bad singers. Nonetheless, even good singing was insufficient to create the
best performances. Whether in a
period performance or an innovative one, those performers who
truly owned the directorial idea
were most effective.
Those involved in creating performances are constantly
developing over the course of
their careers. Similarly, those of
us who appreciate opera as audience members are also constantly

developing.
While there is possibly
nowhere else in the world as good
as Vienna to experience a large
quantity of high-quality opera in a
condensed time period, that does
not debar us from still experiencing it as best we can. Every
time we hear a recording, watch
a video or see a live performance,
we are enhancing our ability to
form opinions about what makes
a performance truly great.
This doesn’t lead to snobbery;
it leads to informed reception of
art. It is an understanding of what
worked well in a performance and
what didn’t that enriches us all,
performers, reviewers and audience members alike.
That discourse helps us
seek out the performances we
will most enjoy, and shape an art
form that is constantly evolving,
perhaps not into something better than before, but something
meaningful to us now, as well as
perhaps, forever.

his accompanying passages, was
Mizrahi’s finger work covered up.
In the soothing second movement, Mizrahi assumed a lullabylike and at times playful tone. The
string section softly sighed behind
him. The woodwinds and flutes
entered, soaring above the rest of
the texture beautifully.
Pressing on with the overwhelming energy and quick tempo
required of the third and final
movement, Mizrahi proved his
unfathomable stamina and performance experience. Throughout
the work, conductor Octavio MásArocas mediated between Mizrahi
and the orchestra with an intense
attentiveness.
Mizrahi’s performance was
met by a well-deserved and
cacophonous standing ovation
from the crowd.
The second half of the concert premiered alumnus Evan
Williams’ ‘11 work, “LUX.” It called
for four horns, three trombones,
two trumpets and a tuba. The
dark brass texture filled the room
with a warm tone.
The dissonances in the middle voices of the texture were
striking, and served as the richest content of the composition.
High trills in the trumpets set up
a rhythmic quarter-note triplet
groove that the trombones laid

down, leading to a powerful,
robust last chord.
The concert concluded with
Sibelius’ “Symphony No. 2 in D
Major.” In the first movement,
the French horns executed an
exposed interlude with precision.
The strings followed with a rich
melody, the bass section answering in pizzicato. A succession of
short phrases were unified and
very well-shaped dynamically.
The second movement began
with a bass section feature. The
plodding pizzicato notes faded
into the recesses of the chapel.
When asked, enthusiastic bass
principal junior Harrison Keeshin
added, “The bass section is awesome!” Timpani rumbled under
dramatic ascending sweeps in
the higher strings, met by violent
work in the brass section.
The fourth and final
movement of the piece started
with a choral-like brass interlude,
which gave way to a beautiful,
soaring oboe solo. Más-Arocas
pulled so much from his players,
especially in the strings during the
lush flowing romantic passages.
The finale was incredibly loud and
filled with intensity, and the last
three chords left the crowd with
neck hairs raised.

To read more about Skinner’s
experiences, see his article in the
Sept. 2012 issue of Classical Singer
or his blog, http://passionofopera.
blogspot.comf

LSO features Michael Mizrahi
Cameron Carrus
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Last Friday, Jan. 25, the
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra
performed their first show of the
term. They proved that they have
only grown individually over the
six-week break and matured collectively since last term.
The first piece was the debut
of a piece by composition student
Nolan Veldey ‘13 entitled “All But
Inescapable.” It began with a low
string drone, and the short but
compact piece eerily meandered,
built up to and faded away from
its dissonant climax.
Accompanied by the orchestra, Professor Michael Mizrahi
delivered an impeccable interpretation of Beethoven’s “Piano
Concerto No. 5 in E-flat Major,”
better known as the “Emperor
Concerto.”
Mizrahi’s masterful touch
was apparent from the start, ranging from the exuberant ascending major arpeggios, trills and
fluid chromatic passages cueing
the orchestra, to more sensitive passages where he worked
under a soloist from the orchestra in the first movement. The
orchestra was incredibly reactive
to Mizrahi’s dynamics and volume in the hall. Not once, even in

The Lawrence Symphony Orchestra performs conducted by Octavio Más Arocas.
Photo by Katie Crawford

See page #

Skinner explores Viennese opera during his term abroad.
Photo courtesy of Christopher Skinner

Selznick’s “Hugo Cabret”
Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Brian
Selznick’s
“The
Invention of Hugo Cabret” is at
once a profoundly old-fashioned
and innovative work of fiction. A
novel, a comic book, a movie, a
picture book—it’s all and none
of these. While some may consider a children’s book beneath
their notice, I consider this book
nothing less than art of the finest
quality.
The plot is strikingly original and intelligent and the pictures gorgeously textured and
detailed. Hugo is an orphan living
in a Parisian train station during
the 1930s. While everyone else
goes about their business, he flits
around amid the hidden machinery of the station’s clocks, taking
as his duty the task of keeping
them running.
Hugo’s beloved father, a
clockmaker, died in a mysterious
accident, leaving Hugo with nothing more than a notebook of drawings and an obsession with an
automaton he found in the museum where he died. Animating the
robot by figuring out its inner
workings becomes Hugo’s purpose in life—at least, until he conflicts with the toymaker in the station and unintentionally befriends
an odd girl named Isabelle who
begins to pry open his shadowy,
secret life.

A missing key, a message
from Hugo’s father, Isabelle, the
toymaker and the automaton all
lead Hugo closer to the incredible
truth at the heart of the mystery
linking Hugo and Isabelle’s families. The combination of suspense,
sumptuous detail, humor and
memorable characters makes this
book a joy to read.
While reading, I luxuriated in
looking at the pictures, the richness of which made me feel as
though I were falling into them.
Selznick clearly takes a lot of inspiration from the history of cinema
in this story’s plot, characters and
illustration. The framings, angles
and progressions of images have
the eye of a cinematographer, giving the feeling of watching a movie
instead of merely reading a book.
Even the plot itself evokes the
old days of cinema. This is storytelling at its best, which seeks to
involve its audience with the characters and tantalize them with
mystery instead of bombarding
them with sensationalized melodrama. The plot eventually concerns itself with the early days of
cinema, becoming a paean to the
magic of movies in both content
and form.
“The Invention of Hugo
Cabret” is, more than anything,
a celebration of the power of
stories, and especially of stories
told through a mixture of words,
people and images. The bookish
Isabelle introduces Hugo to books,
and they discover together the
wonder of letting a darkened theater take you away from the world
and into the limitless possibilities
of imagination.
For anyone who has ever lost
themselves in a book or slowly
drifted back into their skins as the
lights come on in the movie theater, this book is for you, whether
you’re a child or not. While reading this story, you remember what
it was like to be a child and discover for the first time the enchanting reality that waits between the
covers of a book and behind the
curtains of a movie screen.
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KAJSA
SPOTLIGHT SCHNEIDER
THE

ARTIST

Anna Buchholz
Staff Writer

________________________________

For Kajsa Schneider, class
of 2014, presenting a recital is more than a performance
opportunity: it is a way for
her to become an even more
valuable educator. A violinist
from Verona, Wis. pursuing a
Bachelor or Music Education
Instrumental-General degree,
Schneider has approached her
recital with the goal of benefitting herself as a solo musician
and her future students in their
own musical endeavors.
Feb. 20 at 8 p.m., Schneider
will perform an evening of
music for violin that dabbles in
a mixture of musical periods.
Her choice to program a variety of genres was intentional
and once again based on her
desire to become a better educator; she wanted to become a
well-rounded musician as she
studied and truly became a part
of each piece from its distinct
period.
Acknowledging the Baroque
period, she will perform a sonata by Archangelo Corelli, a piece
Schneider describes as “blue”
with its calm yet simultaneously
active lines, a plethora of col-

ors and subtle nuance to effectively present the work. Fast
forwarding to the 20th century, Schneider will present a
solo sonata by Sergei Prokofiev,
which she describes as the color
“red,” with its passionate and
powerful lines, characters and
timbres.
Schneider then chose a
piece by virtuoso violinist Fritz
Kreisler to focus on and improve
her technique, but that doesn’t
mean it is any less fun. She calls
this Classical period scherzo
“spunky and adorable.”
Lastly, she chose to program
a piece she has been hoping to
play since she first picked up
her violin so many years ago.
Schneider describes Edward
Elgar’s “Salut d’ amour” as one
of the pieces that has kept her
playing violin. A “beautiful and
heartbreaking” work, it will
be a truly special moment for
Schneider to fulfill her hope of
performing this piece for an
audience.
After I inquired about the
recital preparation process,
Schneider revealed that she
loved delving into her music
over break and becoming more
than acquainted with each composer and piece. Not only is she

committed to her role as a music
educator, but she is also devoted to performing and preparing
her own recital, which will be
insightful to her students’ experiences in performing, composing and sharing music.
In addition to the range of
musical works in her recital repertoire, Schneider has been dipping her toes in all sorts of musical genres while at Lawrence. A
member of IGLU (Improvisation
Group of Lawrence University),
she has become involved in free
improvisation and how it is
incorporated into different levels of music education.
If you see her walking
across campus, plugged into her
iPod, she may be listening to
jazz, bluegrass, folk or anything
resembling her recently coined
term “cross genre.” This violinist is all about being a diverse
musician and exposing herself
to new sounds and ideas, many
of which help her fulfill her goal
of being a role model and educator to her students. Needless
to say, I wish she could be my
music teacher.
Join Kajsa Schneider in
Harper Hall Wednesday, Feb. 20
at 8 p.m. for a musical evening
for all!

Photo by Mathias Reed

Tomnay’s “The Perfect Host” a less-than-perfect experience
Nathan Lawrence
Web Manager

____________________________________

Like many others, I came in
to this new year with a resolution to better myself: I was determined to become a much more
positive person, one who looks
for the good in every little part
of life and tries to ignore the bad
as much as possible. It has been
less than a month and—thanks to
“The Perfect Host”—I already find
myself being tested.
I would like to say that I
enjoyed “The Perfect Host,” or
even that I found it adequate, but
that is simply not true. I spent

the vast majority of its 93-minute
runtime suffering and wondering
why Netflix would recommend
such deficient cinematic fare to
me.
I would like to say that the
story in “The Perfect Host,” in
which David Hyde Pierce plays
a man who finds an unexpected
houseguest at his door step and
proceeds to take him hostage, was
amusing or at least intriguing, but
it was neither. Though Writer/
Director Nick Tomnay tried very
hard to expand his intelligent,
humorous and unique short film
“The Host” into a feature-length
motion picture, he seemed inca-

pable of stretching the content
effectively or creating interesting twists and turns. When such
twists did arrive, they were less
exciting than baffling.
I would like to say that David
Hyde Pierce did a good job in
the starring role, breathing life
into the character of a lonely
man looking for company, but
this would also be unfortunately false. Pierce—who co-starred
in the popular nineties sitcom
“Friends”—usually has impressive command over his acting
abilities and rarely allows his own
cognition to remove him from a
scene, but he seems to be con-

stantly grasping at straws during
“The Perfect Host.” Something—
perhaps Tomnay’s addled script—
seems to have prevented him from
grasping the character with his
usual dexterity.
I would like to say that cinematographer John Brawley, who
seems to have done little else of
note thus far in his career, did an
exceptional job at bringing the
story to life with his enticing visuals, but every shot in the film felt
mellow and uninspired. He did an
adequate job of keeping things
both in frame and in focus, but
never moved beyond those basic
technical acts to produce art in

his job.
Perhaps the nicest thing I can
say about “The Perfect Host” is
that it knew exactly what it was.
There was not a single moment in
the film, despite its confusing plot,
dull cinematography and shockingly underwhelming acting, that
feels like it could have come from
anything else. When the film succeeds at telling a joke or thrilling
the viewer a little, it’s a fun little
ride—but those moments are far
too few and far too distant from
one another to ever create a completely joyful experience.

elements of life and maintains a
sense of humor throughout it all.”
“The Dumb Waiter” was written in 1959. It is one of Pinter’s
“comedies of menace,” a categorization of his earlier works,
which in general deal with the
inexplicable futility and absurdity
of human interactions. They also
often deal with an omniscient figure that dominates the characters
on stage.
“Waiter” in particular concerns two hit men, Ben (Cawley)
and Gus (Stein), who wait in a
basement for their next assignment. This basement used to be
a café, and for some reason the
dumb bell keeps sending down
requests for food. The two otherwise bicker and banter with a
thoroughly British sense of humor.

It is difficult to divulge more without giving away the plot. Needless
to say, heads will be scratched.
“[The play] presented us with
a plethora of challenges that we
worked very hard to combat,” said
Cawley. “The first was dialect.
Harold Pinter writes his plays utilizing different colloquial phrases
and vernacular that would not
make sense in American English.”
“The dialects we are working
with are differentiated to show
characterization,” said Stein. “Matt
uses Received Pronunciation,
and his more formal accent contracts with my far more low class
Cockney dialect.”
“The second biggest challenge,” continued Cawley, “was the
‘Pinter pause.’ These pauses are
written into the script, and when

done incorrectly often seem like
a line has been dropped. It has
required us to focus on our stage
presence and how we interact
with each other and our environment.”
The set, designed by Cawley,
is bare and white. Two doors, two
beds, the dumb waiter, and not
much else—effectively minimalist.
“We chose to perform this
play in the Underground Theater
because of its location and history,” said Cawley. “This space
was converted to theater space
approximately two years ago.
About four years ago it was a
café. Keeping that in mind, I then
designed the set to include all of
the necessary attributes of this
uninhabited basement.”

The pair received brimming
crowds and enthusiastic applause
for all three performances, even
from the members of the audience
who were not entirely sure what
they just saw.
Pinter passed away in 2008.
He received the 2005 Nobel Prize
in Literature. With a career spanning over half a century, his frothing insanity, absurd humor and
crotchety public persona will be
commemorated for generations.
Pinter is not exactly an accessible
writer for both audience and actor
alike, but there is much reward in
his work for those who persevere
with it, as Cawley and Stein are
sure to support.

Senior Project: Cawley and Stein’s “The Dumb Waiter”
Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On the weekend of the 25th
in the Underground Theater,
Lawrence students Matt Cawley
and Steven Stein thrice performed
Harold Pinter’s one-act play “The
Dumb Waiter” for their senior
project.
“After considering many
possibilities, I settled on Harold
Pinter because of his unique
style,” explained Cawley. “Pinter
is characterized by long pauses,
awkward moments and an interesting blend of absurdism and
realism.”
“Pinter is a master of surreal
scenarios,” said Stein. “I think that
this play presents a neat contrast
between rational and illogical
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Up on the Bluff

A discussion of campus issues with Alan Duff

LUCC Stipends

New Website
Feb. 25 Lawrence will launch its new and updated website. This past week via an email from
Communications and Technology Services, all students were invited to view the new website and
provide feedback.
We, at The Lawrentian, believe that in general, the new site is a welcome change. While we have
some reservations about the design, the overall organization and layout seem easier to navigate than
that of the current site. In particular, the search function, which offers a drop-down list of predictive
terms, is an improvement over the search function of the current site.
The new site also has a top menu that consolidates the main links that were previously scattered throughout the old site’s top- and left-side menus. Instead of having multiple routes to a specific part of the site, there is now one clear path to each specific sub-page, which we feel makes the
site more user-friendly.
However, there were a few small aspects of the new website that we aren’t entirely pleased with.
While the new site’s design is clean and simple, its color scheme may actually be too plain and lacks
visual interest. The larger fonts require more scrolling and may slow down the user.
Unlike the current site, which allows the user to preview the organization of a sub-menu without leaving their current location, the new site hides this internal organization, requiring the user to
make more clicks to reach their intended location.
We, at The Lawrentian, appreciate the university’s giving students a chance to view the new site
and provide feedback before its official launch date. This new site could have come as an unwelcome
surprise to students, causing some transitional issues.
By allowing students and staff to explore the new page early, the university is preventing
launch-day issues, and ensuring that the new site is as ideal for as many as possible.
Although there have been some complaints about the organization of the current site, we believe
this new site is a positive change. Although we, at The Lawrentian, may not be entirely thrilled with
the new design, we are pleased to see the increased functionality and fresh look of the new website.

Slimmer backing for start-ups
Daniel Perrett-Goluboff
Staff Writer

____________________________________

PHOTO
POLL

Not long ago, start-up ventures in the world of technology
needed not rely on any true monetization strategy as investors
readily poured capital into this
sort of corporation. The incredible
boom that our society witnessed
of non-tangible tech businesses
may, however, be beginning to
come to a close.
As of late, online and appbased businesses without a truly
physical product have begun to
struggle as investors have chosen
to move their money elsewhere.
Perhaps the most commonly
exemplified story of this trend
is the tale of Facebook. Widely
viewed as a massive success,
investors poured money into
Facebook quite readily.
When the time came for
Facebook to issue its IPO, however, the tune of these venture
capitalists quickly changed. The
problem did not exist in an initial
lack of value, but rather what happened in the weeks and months
that followed.
When Facebook came to be
traded publically—after it crossed
the 500+ shareholder mark that
dictates this—it held a peak market capitalization of over $104 bil-

lion, according to the New York
Times. In short, this means that
all of their stocks, assets and raw
product—the social networking
site itself—was estimated to hold
this value.
In less than a month, however, the stock lost over a quarter
of that initial worth. Facebook’s
value was down to less than half
of its initial public offering within
just three months.
As stated prior, this trend has
not in any way been exclusive to
Facebook. Consider the story of
Groupon, a site that had its humble beginnings in selling deals on
local commodities and products
to members of its online community.
Groupon, once heralded as
the next big thing in tech startups, has experienced an immense
decrease in its investor backing
following some less-than-stellar
returns. The same can be said of
many other sites this past year
alone, such as Zynga, for example.
Many speculate that the
main issue here has to do with
these start-up companies relying
too heavily on “angel-investors,”
wealthy investors who donate
money from their own pocket in
return for the promise of a stake
in the company or a significant
return on their investment.

This method seems relatively
sound until one realizes that the
money these investors donate is
incredibly finite, often not exceeding more than one or two million
dollars.
CB Insights, a research company, estimates that over 1,000
start-up tech companies will find
themselves bankrupt this year
when venture capitalists refuse
to offer more money or match the
initial investments made in these
companies by the angel investors.
CB Insights estimates that
this will cause upwards of $1 billion in angel investments to be
wasted.
The trend here is, of course,
not horribly surprising when
placed in contrast to the estimated $3 trillion that was lost in the
dot-com bubble burst of 2000, but
may be cause for alarm of another
kind.
The rapid appearance and
disappearance of these companies
seems to be illustrating something
continually more noticeable in
America. Though it is easier than
ever to start a business, it may be
harder than ever to design a truly
sustainable business model.

Photo poll by
Katie Crawford and
Mathias Reed

“If you were
a Trivia Master, what
question
would you
submit?”

Alan Duff
Columnist

____________________________________

It’s that time of year again,
where debates addressing the deficit and spending ceiling between
Republicans and Democrats begin.
Simple solutions are nowhere to
be found, and compromises are,
while inevitable, going to involve
solutions that don’t directly affect
Congress.
It makes sense. Why would
a bunch of millionaires vote to
raise taxes on themselves? Why
would they cut their expensive
and generous Congressional pensions to trim a bit of the deficit?
Unfortunately, a similar situation
can be seen with the Lawrence
University Community Council,
where all of the representatives
and officers are paid to do their
voluntary, elected positions.
According to the Student
Handbook, top-ranking officers
are paid between 170 to 130 dollars per term, elected representatives 50 dollars a term and committee chairs 30 dollars a term.
The one stipulation is that
they attend two-thirds of their
meetings. This means that a representative could theoretically
attend as few as three meetings
and claim to have done their
duties to get their honoraria.
They are, it should be noted,
the only student-run organization
that has elected members, which
are paid a fixed stipend with our
tuition money. Apparently it’s
easy to justify a salary when you
control the checkbook.
Though Lawrence isn’t currently facing the deficit issue the
government is, members of LUCC
shouldn’t think of themselves as
more deserving of a paycheck for
doing their elected work because
they have the means to give themselves money without oversight.
Picture the following situation: There’s a club on campus; let’s say it’s the Lawrence
University Male Performers
Yachting Club, aka the LUMPY
Club. They decide that they would
like to award payments to all their
officers for services rendered
during the school year equal to
the amounts that LUCC officers
receive.
Assuming they have a
President,
Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer and Public
Relations Officer, that would total
to 1,860 dollars a year awarded to
the officers of LUMPY, a fraction
of what LUCC awards its officers
each year.

Now imagine if every student-run organization on campus
were to then ask for the same
treatment. The costs would be
ridiculous. It doesn’t seem unfair
to ask that student officers be
awarded the same amount that
our LUCC representatives are,
with little to no oversight.
This of course would never
happen. LUMPY, upon requesting
funds from LUCC Student Finance
Committee for the purpose of paying their officers would immediately be assaulted with a battery
of questions.
Why would paying the officers of your organization benefit
the Lawrence Community? Why
do you deserve to be paid for
performance yachting you like to
do on behalf of a student organization? Why is there so little
oversight with these payments?
What’s the point of all these rhetorical questions anyway?
Something needs to be done
to fix this. The simplest and fairest
way to solve this problem would
be for LUCC to strip themselves of
their payments through the steering committee and amend the
Handbook.
If an argument is made
that LUCC officers go above and
beyond the typical student organizational workload, that is a legitimate consideration, but I want
oversight in place to ensure that
an officer can’t just sit down at a
meeting, mumble a bit and then
be paid for it.
If they find this idea too
unsettling, then additional checks
should be put into place that
ensure they have to work to get
paid. By asking representatives to
clock hours, and be paid only for
time they spend outside of meetings, with a cap on payments they
can receive, this could be done.
Not only would it not affect representatives who are doing their
work, but it would also encourage
lazy officers to do their duty.
I like to imagine that our campus isn’t so divided that our LUCC
is as dysfunctional as Congress—I
have yet to see a two-party system originate between some make
believe divide between the Con
and the College, the arts and the
sciences or the Wisconsinites and
those darned Southerners.
Hopefully, with a bit of prodding and pushing by students,
LUCC will reconsider the payments they receive, and if not
remove them, at least make the
officers more accountable if they
wish to receive their money.

“What is the name of the
‘humble thief’ in Aladdin?”
-Francie Weberpal

“What is the full informal
name of Colman/Brokaw?”
-Michael Poradek

“Can you describe the
members of the Wu-Tang
Clan?”
-Chris Fuelling
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The Bachelor: Comedic
value over romantic ideals
Bob Trettin
Staff Writer

____________________________________

For those of you who don’t
know already, the hit “reality” television show “The Bachelor” has
disgraced us with its presence
once again. That’s right, the show
where 25 people compete for the
attention, affection and ultimately
the love of one individual, with all
of the drama and amusing social
absurdities captured on camera for
you to watch. Or not watch. I recommend the latter.
There are those who claim
that “The Bachelor” and its partner
in crime, “The Bachelorette,” are
the most romantic shows on television, shows that provide hope for
the rest of us by showing others in
pursuit of true love or something
along those crooked lines.
Yet I’m writing in an attempt
to put a stop to that nonsense and
hopefully bring people into the
light of reason. And sanity.
In the beginning of this article, you may have noticed that I
placed quotation marks around
the word “reality.” The basis of this
show is anything but real. There.
I’ve implied it, and now I’ve stated
it explicitly. I believe I’ve made
myself clear.
I’d like to point out that my
argument is not based on the idea I
have in my head merely from what
I know of the premise of this show.
No, I have in fact watched the first
two episodes of the newest season
of “The Bachelor”—for research
purposes, of course.
The first episode provides the
most value for viewers – comedically, I mean. It is in this episode

that each contestant—for lack of a
better term—is introduced to the
bachelor. They all try to make their
introductions memorable, while
most simply come off as psychotic and desperate as they attempt
back flips, sing songs and forget to
mention their names.
After everyone has become
initially acquainted with this guy
that they all want to marry, even
though they just met him, then
all of the girls begin to vie for
his attention and try to let him
know what sets them apart from
the other girls.
Interestingly enough, what
each of them believes makes them
unique is actually what they all
have in common: they aren’t there
to make friends, and they all really
value family. If they really wanted
to stand out, they’d tell the bachelor that they are there to make
friends and that they are very
indifferent about family.
Some girls decide to use alcohol as a lubricant for courage or
calming their nerves, which turns
out to be a bad idea, oddly enough.
Who would have thought that
becoming intoxicated wouldn’t
help you make a good impression?
Still others open up about deep
secrets or fears or insecurities to
this person they’ve only just met,
not to mention to a national audience. This is crazy behavior!
The show turns love into a
heated competition. I find it odd
that none of these women decide
that the bachelor is not a good fit
for them, but the bachelor comes
to find that he is ultimately incom-

See page 12

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
In the past few weeks, there has been quite a stir about diversity on campus, and certain
issues have come up. It has been ugly and has exposed us students to some truths that we may be
uncomfortable acknowledging about Lawrence. We, the student staff of the Diversity Center, feel
that this is the best time to embrace the various dialogues that are happening around campus.
Every term the Diversity Center, which is home to the Office of Multicultural Affairs (OMA),
presents a series of education programs, known as the Diversify Your Mind series, with the intent
of encouraging students to participate and expand their understanding and definition of diversity.
Students get a chance to discuss issues that our society faces, as well as celebrate it in its
many forms. These events are always open for not only the student body, but also the public at
large.
Diversity isn’t just a buzzword for inclusive events, it is an invitation for all students to
participate, and we want the entire student body to know that they are all welcome. It is OMA’s
commitment to provide resources for students to explore their interests in topics of diversity and
identities. We want to promote that diversity is not restricted to race, nationality or culture, but
also academics among other interests and preferences.
The best way for that to happen is for students to educate one another. Open communication is key to solving misunderstandings among students of different backgrounds. We encourage
students to attend the upcoming forum Let’s Talk About Race this Friday at 5 p.m. in Esch-Hurvis.
-Alan Duff ‘14 and Minh Nguyen ‘13
A couple of issues ago, The Lawrentian ran an article titled “90 students return from study
abroad” by Eryn Wecker about study abroad. While I fully respect the position of the author, I find
it important that a more positive side to international study is represented in this paper as well.
I studied at the Lawrence University London Centre in the fall of my sophomore year, and
that has been my most positive collegiate experience so far—not just academically, but in every
aspect of my life.
Instead of simply learning inside of a lecture hall, I got to live and breathe my education in
this fresh and exciting place. Much of the learning while abroad is outside of the classroom, which
made study abroad an intellectual adventure as opposed to a vacation from studies. A class subject formerly foreign to me even became my major upon returning to Lawrence!
More importantly, the opportunities to be independent, to experience different cultures, to
learn more about my own heritage and to forge new friendships have made an immeasurably
positive impact on my life.
Not only is study abroad personally enriching, but it also gives a bit of an edge when applying to graduate schools, entering career fields that emphasize international studies and building
a résumé as a college student.
Many of the skills one learns while studying outside of their home environments cannot be
taught in a classroom, and this knowledge is something you carry with you through life. If my own
experience isn’t enough to convince you of the benefits of study abroad, talk to just about anybody
on this campus, and they will tell you that getting lost while trying to navigate an unfamiliar city
is perhaps one of the best ways to find yourself.
-Emily McLane ‘14

The United States and foreign languages: a one-sided relationship

Emily Nordin
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Over the summer, I had the
great privilege of studying in
Sweden. I was there to improve
my Swedish and learn about
the culture, both of which I did.
However, I learned something else
too—I discovered how far behind
the U.S. lags when it comes to
learning a second language.
In my program, I was surrounded by people from Europe
and Asia. We all were united in
two ways. One, we all wanted to
learn Swedish. Two, we all could
speak English, despite our varying
countries of origin.
According to a public opinion study done on behalf of
the European Commission in
late 2005, over 50 percent of
Europeans could hold a conversa-

tion in a second language and 25
percent could hold a conversation
in a third language.
In contrast, according to a
2006 General Social Survey in
the U.S., a mere 25 percent of
Americans could speak a language
other than English. What accounts
for this 25 percent discrepancy?
If I had to guess, I would say
that it probably has to do with the
fact that many children in Europe
start learning a second language
while in elementary school. In
fact, in Sweden’s elementary curriculum, English is considered a
compulsory subject.
Here in the States, generally
speaking, we don’t start learning
a second language until middle
school, and then, only about two
years’ worth of foreign language is
necessary for high school graduation.

We are (rightfully) encouraged to take math and science
courses by the U.S. government.
However, there is still a pressing need to learn a foreign language in the age of globalization.
Communication is the basis of any
endeavor.
Sadly, due to economic pressures and an increasingly stingy
public, foreign language courses
are more often than not first on
the chopping block at schools.
If they managed to be “saved,”
then the courses are taught with
a significant reduction in staff, or
worse, they’re taught online.
How is one to properly learn
a language with the mechanized
voice and contrived situations one
so often finds online? It’s impossible!
There is so much more to a
language than just learning the

“What is the name of the
lead trombonist of the local
ska band, the Supreme
Deal?”
-Luke Rivard

“What is the name of the
prospie that I took to audition for trivia master and
subsequently almost won?”
-Kevin Specht

“How many hairs are there
in Tom Selleck’s mustache?”
-Phillilp Dobernig

words. One must consider voice
inflection, hand gestures, body
language, eye contact, appropriateness of the situation—there’s
an endless list of factors to consider.
In terms of language learning, perhaps another reason why
Europe is ahead of the U.S is that
it seems that Europeans are more
curious about other cultures. For
example, American television and
music is quite popular and prolific
outside of the U.S.
Conversely, how popular is
European music here? When was
the last time you watched a foreign film or listened to music in
a foreign language? On a regular
basis, many of us don’t.
We’re content—or rather,
comfortable—with our own movies and music, our own culture.
In my opinion, many Americans

just don’t have the spark of curiosity necessary to successfully
learn another language. We just
don’t have any desire to expand
our horizons, which is a shame
because we’re missing out on so
many rich cultures.
So what can you do to promote foreign language in your
own life and become a betterrounded global citizen? Well, for
starters, choose a language and
actually stick with it. But even
more simply, take time out of your
week to listen to foreign music,
watch a foreign film, peruse a foreign newspaper or merely read
the foreign instructions on your
shampoo bottle.
Just do something! Take
an active interest in the world
around you.

“What is the most impressive monument that you
can build with Red Dog?”
-Casey Frensz

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian
welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions
using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Women’s
basketball
continued from page 5
paced by junior Marla Willard, who

Lawrence
Compliments
continued from page 6
excited. Over winter break I saw a
lot of people getting complimented, and I wanted to get complimented too. Eventually someone
did compliment me, which was

Lawrence Secrets
continued from page 7

Secrets, this facebook page has
the entire campus talking about
the page and its content and that
is what makes it different from all
the other facebook pages.

The Bachelor
continued from page 11

patible or less compatible with 24
of the girls.
The show also provides the
settings and circumstances where
it is easy to be fooled into thinking
that you might actually be falling
in love. It’s all manipulated, and

totaled 16 points in the contest.
On a positive note, the second half featured several Lawrence
freshmen. Andrea Wilkinson,
Margaret Johnson and Jeannine
Schultz all played more than 11
minutes in the period, and even as
the Fighting Scots expanded their

lead, their playing time provided a
great experience to build on.
Monmouth (16-3, 11-3 MWC)
dominated in all aspects and
secured a 85-37 win. Three players scored in double-digits for the
Scots while Deshler was the lone
Viking to accomplish the feat.

cool. I have no idea who did it.”
The creator of the page said,
“I love comments from the ‘complimentees’ saying how touched
they are.” He/she believes that
that is a sign that the page is a
success.
Overall
the
Lawrence
Compliments page is a positive influence on the students at
Lawrence. It is always nice after

a long day of classes to open up
Facebook and find a sweet notification from an anonymous admirer.
It goes the other way, too.
Students complimenting others,
even if it has to be done anonymously, can make themselves feel
better by brightening the days of
their fellow Lawrentians.

“LU Secrets isn’t a physical
person, it is a page. It’s all for
fun. One day, this page will die,
be it when I graduated or when
this page has losts it’s initial interest. And I am perfectly fine with
that,” said the LUS creator. “I do
agree that [this page] fuels the
passive aggressiveness on campus

as these secrets are being posted
anonymously; never fully solving
the passive-aggressive entity. But,
I thikn that by allowing people to
speak their mind, I might possibly
be increasing the mental health of
students on campus. There needs
to be a platform; consequently so,
better one than none.”

thus, fiction.
If you don’t believe me—and
trust me, I am fully expecting to
be accused of being cynical or
something more harsh—there are
actual statistics on the show, proving the foolishness of the people
who take part in it. First of all,
the chances of ending up with the
bachelor are one in 25, and on this
season it’s actually one in 26. After

that, based on the 10 years this
show has aired, three out of the
24 actual couples are still together.
How romantic.
If you watch “The Bachelor”
or “The Bachelorette,” I sincerely
hope it’s not to give you hope or
make you believe in love. However,
if it’s for the comedic value and the
entertainment, then I wholeheartedly approve.
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Sunday Feb. 3

Monday Feb. 4

12pm: Winter Carnival 10am: Winter Carnival 3pm: Music: Lawrence
Baroque Ensemble
Broomball! (Ormsby
Broomball! (Ormsby
and Flying Forms:
Lake)
Lake)
(Harper)
4:30pm: LUCC
4-6pm: Greenfire
1pm: Sledding on
“Warm Your Toes”
Union Hill (Union Hill) 5pm: Creative Writing General Council
Publishing Panel
Meeting (Hurvis)
Open House (Greenfire
House)
8pm: Lawrence Wind (Kraemer Room)
Ensemble Concert
8:15pm: Drag Show
5-7pm: Campus
(Chapel)
Workshop (Wilson
Forum “Let’s Talk
Green Room, Warch)
About Race” (Esch
8:30pm: Winter
Hurvis)
Carnival Ball
9pm: ORC Spring
(Somerset)
Break Trip Info
9pm: Laser Tag!
Meeting (Cinema)
(Warch)

Tuesday Feb. 5

Wednesday Feb. 6

Thursday Feb. 7

Midterm
Reading Period
5pm: Faculty-StaffStudent Gaming
Night (Gaming
6pm: StressLess:
Biofeedback (Kraemer House)
Room)
8pm: Documentary
Film: “Clean Bin
Project” (Cinema)

9pm: Hi I’mProv
Show! (Café)
11:58pm:
Film:
“Battle
Royale”
(Cinema)

